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Expand Upon:
GUN CONTROL

Simply staged readings with a moderated discussion after every performance

Two world premiere plays:
Memory Bus
by Amontaine Aurore
and =
In My Good Christian Neighborhood
by Sien Méndez
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Mirror Stage Personnel

Board of Directors

Angie Bolton, Director
Elizabeth Calhoun, Secretary
Suzanne M. Cohen, President & Managing Artistic Director

Staff

Ezra Basom, Salesforce consultant

Marquicia Dominguez, Dramaturg and Program Assistant
Hazel Rose Gibson, Program Associate

Mary Beth Herold, Bookkeeper

Anne Tobin, External Relations Associate

Yingiao (Oscar) Sun, Lobby Display Graphic Design

Coming Next...

) Mirror
_| Stage

=== presents

2nd Saturday:
Virtual Gala

5

November 14, 2020

with catering delivered to your door

by Tuxedos & Tennis Shoes and
a reading of Chagrin Falls by Mia McCullough

Special Thanks
Pamela Hobart Carter, A. Rey Pamatmat, Jane McBroom, John Bianchi,
Margaret Heldring, Elmer Dixon, Kristen Ellingboe, Larry Wechsler, Brown
Soul Productions and The Slate Theater, Phinney Neighborhood Association.
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Program Notes

As a community, how do we respond to an onset of sudden violence?
Americans are faced with this question time and time again as the number
of injury and death due to gun violence increases every year. According to
The Gifford Law Center, an average of 100,000 Americans are wounded each
year, with an additional 36,383 individuals dying as a result of gun violence.

Our two shows portray the unique ways we treat victims, survivors, and
perpetrators of gun violence in America. Do we deflect the conversation
on gun ownership, by continually blaming mental illness, yet not changing
the health care system? Do we gaslight survivors by believing massive
conspiracy theories, such as the countless theories that sprung around

the Sandy Hook killings in 2012? Do we create martyrs of the gunmen by
sharing their faces and radical beliefs all over the media? Or do we embrace
our voyeuristic tendencies by contributing to the public consumption of
news & entertainment that glorifies and desensitizes us to acts of gun
violence—like the recent response to the teenager accused of killing two
protesters with an AR-15 .223 rifle, who has been praised by senators,
celebrities, and far right constituents as a hero, and true citizen driven to
maintain civil order. Our playwrights manifest worlds that mimic ours so
succinctly, you will hear their echoes in your nightly news. Years of gun
owner irresponsibility has led to a continued conversation on how the 2nd
Amendment affects our society to this day.

A topic of debate since its inception in 1791, the 2nd Amendment gives

all Americans the right to keep and bear arms without infringement by

the government. The lobbying of the National Rifle Association halts most
progress on gun reform. Though the NRA funnels hundreds of millions of
dollars to hinder concerned citizens seeking national change, gun bills—
including those pushing to increase gun accessibility in K-12 schools—have
been defeated in nine separate states as recently as March 2020. Current
national protests against police brutality have led to a rise in community
unrest, and state-sanctioned violence against protestors. Which leads to the
question: Is the 2nd Amendment still protecting our rights to rise against
authoritarianism and protect our personal freedoms? While the debate
continues, the divide widens—though from either side, we can all agree
that something needs to change.

—Marquicia Dominguez, dramaturg



Angie Bolton

Eloisa Cardona Jonathan Keyes Mario Martinez

The Memory Bus by Amontaine Aurore

(in order of appearance)

Eloisa Cardona....... Psychiatrist/Bus Driver
Angie Bolton....... Cynthia
Rachel Permann....... Samantha
Kevin Shannon....... Freddie
Jordi Montes....... Passenger #1
Andy Tran....... Passenger #2
Mario Martinez....... Passenger #3
Jonathan Keyes....... Passenger #4

Directed by Suzanne M. Cohen

Dramaturgy by Marquicia Dominguez

There will be a ten-minute intermission
following The Memory Bus

Amontaine Aurore is a writer, actor, director, and author
of numerous plays which have been presented on stages
in Seattle, New York, and abroad. Her solo play, Free
Desiree was named by Indie Theater Now as one of the
Best New Plays of the 2013 New York Fringe Festival. In
2017, her play Don’t Call it a Riot! was a finalist in the Bay
Area Playwrights’ Festival, and had its world premiere in
2018. Amontaine’s latest work, When a Tree Falls, premieres at 18th &
Union Theater in the spring, and she is developing a new solo work that
will be presented at Hood College in Maryland. Amontaine is the recipient
of artist grants from Artist Trust, Seattle Office of Arts and Culture,
4Culture, and the Puffin Foundation. She has been a writer-in-residence
at the Hedgebrook Writers’ Retreat, and was named a finalist for the 2019
Emerald Prize in playwriting.
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R 3
Jordi Montes

Kevin Shannon

Rachel Permann

Andy Tran

In My Good Christian Neighborhood by Sien Méndez

Angie Bolton ...... Mommy
Eloisa Cardona....... Stingray
Jonathan Keyes...... Hoodie
Mario Martinez...... Pops
Jordi Montes...... Marshmallow
Rachel Permann...... Student Council President
Kevin Shannon.......Argyle
Andy Tran.......Bangs

Directed by Suzanne M. Cohen
Dramaturgy by Marquicia Dominguez

A discussion with the artists and audience
immediately follows In My Good Christian Neighborhood

Sien Méndez is a Seattle-based multi-disciplinary theatre
artist who originally hails from Houston, Texas and San

" Juan, Puerto Rico. Their plays, which include [A willow and
4 no window], Boson, Joke Scarcity, and Ozark National Forest
' have been seen at Cornish College of the Arts and Seattle’s

Mirabella as well as recognized on New Play Exchange.

Their short play somos un bosquejo was published through
Cornish’s In Other Words in 2018. As an actor, Sien has been seen at Seattle
Children’s Theatre, Seattle Public Theatre, Book-It, Seattle Shakespeare
Company, and The Scratch, and was recently the dramaturg and assistant
director of Washington Ensemble Theatre’s Dance Nation. Sien teaches
playwriting and new play development at various elementary schools in
Seattle, and is a board member of The Collective We. They hold a BFA in
Original Works from Cornish College of the Arts.
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Actors Bios

Angie Bolton: Angie is 38-year veteran of Tickle Tune Typhoon, and has
danced with Co-Motion, Spectrum Dance, and Johnson and Peters. She
teaches dance at Spectrum Dance and Dance for Parkinson for STG,

and drumming and movement at The Summit and Kline Galland Home.
Angie has been seen elsewhere in Rutherford and Son; A Raisin in the Sun;
The Tragedy of King Christophe; Black Stage Views; We Are Not Good Girls;
Searching 4 Y; Louisiana Purchase; and The Club. Angie serves on the Mirror
Stage board, and this is her sixth project with Mirror Stage. Previously,
Angie has played Eurycleia/Maid in The Penelopiad in 2016, Jessalyn Price
in Tree in 2011, Pat in The Story in 2007, Libby Price in Bee-luther-hatchee in
2006, and Nina du Bois in Knock Me a Kiss in 2006.

Eloisa Cardona: Eloisa has performed at Seattle Repertory Theater, Seattle
Children’s Theater, Renton Civic Theater, Seattle Public Theater, ReAct
Theater, Burien Actors Theater, Book It Repertory Theater, Latino Theater
Projects, Dukesbay Theater, Sound Theater Company, Rebate Theater, and
Center Stage Theater. She has done various industrial films for Boeing,
Microsoft, Providence Health and Services, and the Washington Dental
Association, to name a few, as well as indy films that have screened in
Vancouver, Canada, the Philippines and Seattle. This is Eloisa’s first project
with Mirror Stage, and she is excited to be working with the fabulous cast,
playwrights, and production team.

Jonathan Keyes: Jonathan is a local resident of the Seattle region and is
thrilled to be joining Mirror Stage for these impactful pieces. He has
previously worked with ArtsWest in Peerless, Edmonds Driftwood Players in
Wait Until Dark, performed in 99 Tropes at 12th Avenue Arts, and completed
the Emerging Artists Program with Intiman in 2016. Jonathan is so excited
to be among a group of extremely talented artists for this important
project. This is Jonathan’s first project with Mirror Stage.

Mario Martinez: Mario is a Detroit native who came to Seattle for their

degree in Original Works from Cornish. As a #NoGoodDoer they have been
navigating through the arts in Seattle, working with Freehold Theater,
Cornish, Theater Schmeater, The Umbrella Project, the 14/48 Projects,

and with Markeith Wiley at On the Boards. They started their drag career

as Lola Meraz performing at Studio Current, Kremwerk Complex, Annex
Theater, Re-Bar amongst other queer spaces. Catch Mario, aka Lola Meraz at
Studio Current every month for Intime Cabaret. The queer community has
so much to give, see us, hear us, hire us. Follow Mario for more info @luigis_
bro or Lola @mx.lola.meraz! This is Mario’s first project with Mirror Stage.
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Actors Bios, continued

Jordi Montes: Jordi has had the opportunity to be on many theatre stages
in Seattle including Book-It Repertory Theatre, 14/48 Productions, Annex
Theatre and Fantastic Z Theatre. They were most recently seen at Cafe
Nordo in Angel in the House and ArtsWest in Alex and Alix. They are also
the drummer of the Seattle-based feminist political rock band, “Rachaels
Children.” Jordi received their BFA in Theatre from Trinity Western
University in Langley, B.C. This is Jordi’s first project with Mirror Stage.

Rachel Permann: Rachel has been seen on stages, screens, and magazines from
Seattle to Olympia and around the country (from SNL to Amtrak Cascades
to Animal Fire Theatre). She was last seen as the Nurse in Shakespeare in
Love with Tacoma Arts Live. Rachel was a Footlight Award Winner (Seattle
Times) for her portrayal of Helen in Fat Pig (Art Attack). She received her
BFA in Acting from the University of Colorado and continued study with
Terry Schreiber at T Schreiber Studios (NYC). She took some time off
recently but is back at it and happy to be a part of such an important piece
of theatre. This is Rachel’s second project with Mirror Stage. Previously, she
played Andie in Impenetrable in 2013.

Kevin Shannon: A Seattle-area native, Kevin spent his early 20s working in
theater and comedy in the Puget Sound area and Chicago. Upon returning
to Seattle, Kevin worked at Annex Theatre, Intiman Theatre, ACT Theatre,
and The Empty Space Theatre, where he produced the 55-play series Plays
By Poets. He co-founded the Left Coast Theatre Company with Kibby
MacKinnon and John Bradshaw. After spending nearly two decades keeping
Scarecrow Video alive, Kevin is back to exploring his artistic life, enjoying
time with his family, and is quite happy to assist Mirror Stage in this
project. This is Kevin’s second project with Mirror Stage. Previously, he
played Mike Gelling in White Buffalo in 2006.

Andy Tran: Andy graduated with a degree in drama performance from

the University of Washington and is currently working on becoming a
nurse. This has meant a hiatus from performing since appearing in SIS
Productions’ Paper Angels by Genny Lim, other than a few sporadic bits of
voice-over and narration work. He is incredibly excited to be involved with
this wonderful project and hopes that these pieces impact people in some
meaningful way, big or small. This is Andy’s first project with Mirror Stage.



Actions You Can Take

Find and contact your Representatives:

+  https://www.commoncause.org/find-your-representative/
Email your Washington State Legislators:

+  https://app.leg.wa.gov/MemberEmail/
Send bill comments regarding specific bills:

+ https://app.leg.wa.gov/billsummary

+  Go to http://search.leg.wa.gov/search.aspx#document, use
search term “firearm” to identify recently passed legislation
and bills currently under consideration

Become better informed through Harborview Injury Prevention and
Research Center’s Firearm Injury and Policy Research Program:

+  https://depts.washington.edu/hiprc/firearm/

Join the Washington State Firearm Tragedy Prevention Networlk:

+  https://www.seattlechildrens.org/health-safety/keeping-
kids-healthy/prevention/firearm-safety/washington-state-
firearm-tragedy-prevention-network/

Washington State Regional Domestic Firearms Enforcement Unit:
+  https://www.kingcounty.gov/depts/prosecutor/ellies-place/
rdvfeu.aspx
Gun Activist Organizations:
+  Alliance for Gun Responsibility:
+  https://gunresponsibility.org/
+  Everytown for Gun Safety Support Fund:
+  https://everytownresearch.org/

+  Grandmothers Against Gun Violence:

+  https://www.grandmothersagainstgunviolence.org/

+ Moms Demand Action:

+  https://momsdemandaction.org/

+  Safer Homes Coalition:

+ http://depts.washington.edu/saferwa/

+  Washington CeaseFire:

+  https://washingtonceasefire.org/
Shooting Ranges with Classes

+  Bellevue Indoor Range:

+  https://www.bellevueindoorrange.com/

+  Champion Arms:

+  https://championarms.com/



Mirror Stage: Theatre That Gets People Talking

Are you passionate about reflecting the diversity of the community
onstage? Do you want to challenge assumptions, bias, and prejudice, while
encouraging more thoughtful reflection on today’s issues?

Mirror Stage seeks enthusiastic, responsible,
collaborative advocates to join the board of directors.

Ideal candidates are positive, detail-oriented, and tech-savvy, with the time and
commitment to make a difference. We are committed to diversity at all levels:
on our stage, in our audience, on our staff and within our leadership.
Mirror Stage is especially seeking to expand our Asian/Pacific Islander, Latinx and
Indigenous/First Nations community connections, as well as increase trans®, queer,

non-binary, and differently-abled representation on the board.

Priority skills include: community outreach, resource development, and
finance. Media, political, and corporate philanthropic affiliations

are also sought.

Board Member Responsibilities:

» Setting policy

+ Supervising and evaluating operations in a financially, ethically and artistically
sound manner

Representing Mirror Stage in the community and building enthusiasm for
Mirror Stage programs

Promoting attendance at Mirror Stage productions, programs and events
+ Recruiting new board members, advisors and supporters

Identifying, cultivating, soliciting and/or stewarding the relationships and
resources needed—financial, personnel and other—to produce high-quality

professional theatre productions

**Experience working in the arts, social justice, or nonprofits a plus,
but not required.**

As the governing board for a small, emerging arts organization, this is a working
board, with each board member expected to play an active role. The board culture
is fairly informal and collegial. Mirror Stage offers clearly defined expectations, a
promise of no breakfast meetings, and a lot of fun with some terrific people.

If you think you'd make a good candidate, we'd love to hear from you.
Candidates from traditionally under-represented backgrounds and
communities are encouraged to apply.

More information at http://mirrorstage.org/support/board
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Mirror Stage
gratefully acknowledges the support of 4Culture, ArtsWA,
the City of Seattle Office of Arts & Culture, the National
Endowment for the Arts, and the Posner-Wallace Foundation

Mission:
Mirror Stage uses the power of storytelling to challenge
assumptions, bias and prejudice, increasing equity and inclusion
while encouraging more thoughtful reflection on today’s issues.

Vision:
Mirror Stage reflects the diversity of our community onstage in
high-quality, progressive, thought-provoking productions that
play it smart without always playing it safe. We nurture unique
artistic voices while providing opportunities for newly-emerging
artists to work alongside more seasoned professionals. With the
goal of increasing empathy and social justice, Mirror Stage
strives to bring us to a place of common understanding.

Values:
Challenge: We focus on thought-provoking, relevant,
progressive, risky, and inspiring work—theatre that gets
people talking as well as thinking.

Integrity: We practice the highest standards of excellence,
ethics, and professionalism in all interactions. We are
committed to diversity at all levels: on our stage, in our
audience, on our staff, and within our leadership.

Partnership: We collaborate with audience and community
members to find the best path forward and create positive
change.

Respect: We cultivate and nurture an atmosphere of respect
and inclusiveness, embracing differing strengths, skill sets,
cultures and abilities.

mailing address:

2212 Queen Anne Ave N #294
Seattle, WA 98109-2312
phone: 206-686-2792
web: mirrorstage.org



