
GUN VIOLENCE STATISTICS
More than 36,000 people are killed by guns each year in the US—an average of 100 per day, and Gun Violence is 
on the rise. More than 1.2 million Americans have been shot in the past decade, millions more have witnessed gun 
violence firsthand, and nearly every American will know at least one victim of gun violence in their lifetime.
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GUN SUICIDE
The unique lethality of guns and the easy availability of firearms to those in distress make gun suicide attempts far more likely to result in death.
• Guns are used in 61% of suicide deaths in the US. 
• Access to a gun triples the risk of suicide death.
• In many cases, suicide attempts are impulsive responses to acute crises. 90% of people who survive suicide attempts do not go on to die by suicide. 
• Over the last 10 years, the gun suicide rate in the US has risen steadily. 2017 saw both the highest rate and number of gun suicides in at least 40 years. 
•	 Firearms	are	the	most	lethal	of	the	commonly	available	means	of	suicide	in	the	US:	85%	of	gun	suicide	attempts	end	in	death,	while	less	than	5%	of	non-firearm	suicide	attempts	result	in	death.

Of the 36,000+ people killed with guns 
in the US each year:
•  61% are suicides
•  35% are homicides   
•  1.4% are law enforcement shootings
•  1.3% are unintentional shootings

•  100,000 Americans are shot and injured each year.
•  In 2017, gun deaths in the US reached their highest level in at least 40 

years, with 39,773 deaths that year alone.
•  Gun deaths in the US increased by 16% from 2014 to 2017.
•  The United States accounts for only 4% of the world’s population but 
35%	of	global	firearm	suicides	and	9%	of	global	firearm homicides. 

GUN HOMICIDE
Gun homicides disproportionately impact communities of color in American cities, and efforts to prevent murders and curb 
firearm assaults must focus on interrupting these cycles of violence.
• Guns are used in more than 70% of all US homicides. 
• For every person killed in a gun homicide, six more are injured in a gun assault. 
• Gun homicides are on the rise, up 30% from 2014 to 2017. 
• Access to a gun doubles the risk of homicide. 
• Gun homicides are concentrated in cities, with roughly half of all gun homicides taking place in urban areas that contain just a quarter of the total US population.

POLICE SHOOTINGS
Shootings of civilians by police can erode community trust in law enforcement and fuel a destructive cycle of gun violence.
•	A	comprehensive	database	of	police	shootings	finds	that	about	1,000	civilians	are	fatally	shot	by	law	enforcement	each	year—nearly	twice	as	many	as	federal	data	sources	report.	
• Shootings by police occur more frequently in states with high rates of gun ownership. 
•	Unarmed	black	civilians	are	nearly	five	times	more	likely	to	be	shot	and	killed	by	police	than	unarmed	white	civilians.	

UNINTENTIONAL SHOOTINGS
Millions of homes contain unsafely stored guns, and few states require safety training for handling firearms, contributing to 
unintentional shooting injuries and deaths, particularly among young people.
• Unintentional shootings comprise 1.3% of gun deaths and 18% of gun injuries. 
• The majority of unintentional shooting deaths involve people under 24, who are most often shot by someone else, usually someone their own age. 
•	 Living	in	a	home	with	a	firearm	significantly	increases	the	risk	of	death	by	an	unintentional	gunshot	injury.

DOMESTIC VIOLENCE & GUNS
Guns in the hands of domestic abusers pose a serious and lethal threat, dangerously escalating domestic violence situations.
• Every year, 600 American women are shot to death by intimate partners. Of all women murdered with a gun in the US, half are killed by their intimate partners. 
• Nearly 1 million women alive today report being shot or shot at by an intimate partner, and 4.5 million women alive today report that an intimate partner threatened them using a gun. 
• When an abuser has access to a gun, a domestic violence victim is five times more likely to be killed. 
• Black women are twice as likely as white women to be fatally shot by an intimate partner.

MASS SHOOTINGS

COST OF GUN VIOLENCE
In addition to the devastating human toll gun violence exacts across the US, shootings have an outsized economic impact, including 
medical expenses, law enforcement and criminal justice costs, lost income, and pain and suffering. Much of this cost is borne by taxpayers.
• Researchers estimate that gun violence costs the American economy at least $229 billion every year, including $8.6 billion in direct expenses. 
• Gun violence costs each American roughly $700 every year. 
• A recent study found that in Minneapolis just one fewer gun homicide was associated with the creation of 80 jobs.

• On average, one mass shooting—defined as an event in which four or more people are killed or injured with a firearm—happens every day in the United States. 
• Six of the 10 deadliest mass shootings in the United States have happened in the last 10 years. 
• Despite the large place they occupy in our public consciousness, mass shootings comprise a small fraction of all gun violence, with estimates showing that such 
violence constitutes less than 1% of all gun deaths. 
• In 2018, a student’s risk of dying in a school shooting reached its highest level in at least 25 years. 60% of teens say they are worried about a shooting occurring at 
their school.

A generation of children in the US has grown up hiding under desks during active shooter drills, and Americans of all ages 
have come to fear shootings at concerts, movie theaters, and churches. 


