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1. The birth of 'global warming'

In 1965, scientists on the US President’s Science
Advisory Committee first put forward concerns about a
“greenhouse effect." But it wasn’t until 1975 that the term
“global warming” was coined by geoscientist Wallace
Broecker — and it took years before the issue reached
mainstream understanding. 

https://physicstoday.scitation.org/do/10.1063/PT.5.8153/full/
https://www.nytimes.com/2019/02/19/obituaries/wallace-broecker-dead.html


2. Earth Day

The first-ever Earth Day was held in the US on
April 22, 1970. Earth Day has now become a
global event ever since 1990, when 200 million
people in 141 countries joined forces to bring it
to the world stage.

https://www.earthday.org/history/


3. Heatwaves

By the late 1980s, droughts and record heat led
to media coverage around the world, with the
LA Times, for example, reporting in 1989 on
British scientists' discovery that the previous
year had been the hottest ever on record — and
crucially, linked this rising heat level to "global
warming." 

https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1989-02-04-mn-1524-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1989-02-04-mn-1524-story.html
https://www.latimes.com/archives/la-xpm-1989-02-04-mn-1524-story.html


4. The IPCC

In 1988, the UN launched its Intergovernmental Panel on Climate Change (IPCC). The launch of
the IPCC was a big step towards getting countries to attempt to cooperate on how they dealt
with the threat of global warming — and decades later in October 2018, it was the IPCC that
reported the world only had 12 years left to limit climate catastrophe before its consequences
became irreversible.
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https://www.ipcc.ch/about/
https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2018/oct/08/global-warming-must-not-exceed-15c-warns-landmark-un-report


The Rio Earth Summit — an international conference on
sustainable development held by the UN in 1992 —
established a set of principles for improving and
protecting the environment adopted by 178 countries. It
was the first time that the issues of economy, climate, and
international development were considered together, but
the summit was not revisited for another 20 years —
when Rio+20 was held in June 2012.

5. The Rio Earth Summit



6. The Kyoto Protocol 
In 1997, developed nations gathered in Kyoto, Japan, to agree on a historic climate plan — it
was the first agreement between nations to mandate the reduction of greenhouse gases. The
international treaty was called the Kyoto Protocol: a pledge for industrially-advanced countries to
reduce emissions by an average of 5% by the period 2008-12, although there were wide
variations on targets for individual countries. The US Senate immediately declared it would not
ratify the treaty. 
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https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2011/mar/11/kyoto-protocol


In the 2000s, large-scale demonstrations calling for
action on climate change became regular events.
In 2005, the first Global Day of Action took place
during the UN climate talks in Montreal — with
people taking part in Canada and around the world,
from Bangladesh to Australia. The demonstrations
have continued every year. 

7. Demonstrations

https://www.campaigncc.org/international/GDA/GDA_history


In 2011, student groups in the US and later the UK
and around the world began pressuring universities
to divest from fossil fuels. It was the birth of an
effective new focus for campaigners, and students
slowly began to see some success. By 2014, 837
institutions and individual investors had committed
to divestment, although only 13 of these were US-
based.

8. Student pressure

https://www.theguardian.com/environment/2014/oct/08/fossil-fuel-divestment-a-brief-history


Pacific Islanders began to sound the
alarm as rising sea levels threatened land
and livelihoods. In 2014, their activism
became more direct, as a group a known
as the Pacific Climate Warriors from the
Marshall Islands, Fiji, Vanuatu, Tokelau,
and the Solomon Islands joined a flotilla
blocking boats using the Newcastle coal
port in Australia — to highlight the role of
Australian coal exports in warming the
planet and impacting their lives. 

9. Rising sea levels



10. Climate culture

During the 2010s, public performance art on
climate change became a symbol of protest.
From giant hands pulling down buildings at the
2017 Venice Biennale, to ice sculptures melting
outside London’s Tate Modern in 2018, art was
fueling climate activism everywhere.



Extinction Rebellion, a direct action group that
organises creative forms of protest, launched in
London in May 2018. The group brought the UK capital
to a standstill and began targeting events such as
Fashion Week in order to further their mission.
Chapters of the group have since opened in 68
countries around the world, from Russia to South
Africa. 

11. Direct action



12. Greta Thunberg
In August 2018, then 15-year-old Greta Thunberg
went on her first school strike, sitting alone outside
the Swedish parliament to protest inaction on the
climate crisis. Her action sparked a global
movement led by school students regularly striking
on Fridays under the banner "Fridays for Future,"
while Thunberg went on to be nominated for a
Nobel Peace Prize after her viral speeches to
politicians around the world.

https://twitter.com/Louisemac/status/1175132791996059648
https://fridaysforfuture.org/
https://www.globalcitizen.org/en/content/greta-thunberg-nobel-peace-prize/
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